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Technical specifications and the permitting 
process.



Useful DG standards / 
specifications

REGULATORY FRAMEWORK UTILITY REQUIREMENTS & 
PROCESS

Hi-level Enabling Environment: 
Electricity Act, Electricity Regulation Act, Policies, Renewable Strategies, Masterplans, IRPs etc

DG Connection and Net Billing 
Rules Utility Requirements 

document and Permitting 
process (forms etc)

Interconnection 
Standard (power 
quality, safety…)

Simplified 
Connection 

Criteria (impact 
within feeder limits)

Solar PV DC 
wiring standard

Key elements to enabling Distributed Generation implementation 

Distributed Generation (DG) Regulation and Permitting

Metering and Billing

Tariffs and Revenue

Training / Capacity 
Building



Distributed Generation Support: UTILITY PERMITTING PROCESS
UTILITY REQUIREMENTS & 
PERMITING PROCESS

Utility Requirements doc
Application process, technical 
requirements, tariffs, rights and 
responsibilities, timeframes, 
commissioning signoff  etc

Application Form

Assessment process/steps

Network impact assessment process

Commissioning Report
(incl. Competent person signoff)

Agreement with DG
(Connection and Billing Reconciliation)

Useful DG standards / 
specifications

Utility 
interconnection 
Standard (power 
quality, safety…)
e.g. NRS097-2-1 
IEEE1547

Simplified 
Connection 
Criteria (impact 
within feeder 
limits)
e.g. NRS097-2-3
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Utility requirements document
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Control Document



Liberia Senegal Zimbabwe Kenya

Max SCC System 
size [kVA]

100 150 350 300

Max Net-Metering 
system size [kVA]

[To be confirmed] 1000 5000 <1000

Generating licence [To be confirmed] All systems that reverse-feed 
onto the electricity grid need 
to get a license / Tous les 
systèmes qui réinjectent de 
l'électricité dans le réseau 
électrique doivent obtenir 
une licence.

[To be confirmed] Not needed for < 
1MW primarily for 
own use.

Qualified technician 
/ Engineer Sign-off 
required? 

[To be confirmed] No Yes Yes
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Thank You for 
Your Attention!
ZIBUSISO NDLOVU

Sustainable Energy Africa, Project Coordinator

E-mail: zibusiso@sustainable.org.za


